Do the Bright Thing
Clark Electric Cooperative Distributes CFL Bulbs to Members

C

lark Electric Cooperative will donate 13,300 compact fluorescent bulbs (CFLs) through its participation in the “Do the Bright Thing” campaign.
Together with our wholesale power supplier, Dairyland Power Cooperative, Clark Electric Cooperative is
encouraging energy users to “Do the Bright Thing” by
providing our members with ENERGY STAR compact
fluorescent light (CFL) bulbs. Clark Electric Cooperative
will be distributing 13,300 CFL gifts by mail beginning the
week of April 14 and at other special events, such as the
annual meeting and our member appreciation day this
October.
Clark Electric Cooperative is one of the 25 member
cooperatives in the four-state Dairyland Power system. In
2008, 300,000 ENERGY STAR CFL bulbs will be distributed by Dairyland’s 25 member cooperatives, with more
planned in 2009.
“Anyone interested in helping protect the environment can make a truly significant difference by choosing
to conserve energy in their homes and offices. One of the
best—and easiest—ways to accomplish this is by switching out standard light bulbs with energy-efficient CFL
bulbs,” said Ed West, who leads Dairyland’s energy
efficiency initiatives.
ENERGY STAR qualified CFLs use about 75
percent less energy than standard incandescent bulbs and
last up to 10 times longer. By installing CFLs in fixtures
that are used the most in your home (such as your kitchen,
living room, or dining room), you can save approximately
$30 or more over the lifetime of each bulb.
Dairyland and Clark Electric Cooperative are hoping
the CFL donation will encourage people to make energy
efficiency a priority and change out more of their bulbs.
As an example of this program’s potential impact, 300,000
19-watt CFL bulbs burned for three hours a day over the
lifetime of the bulbs would save enough energy to:
● Power more than 1,200 homes for a year
● Save more than $20 million in energy costs
● Reduce the demand for electricity in Dairyland’s

cooperative system by almost 8 megawatts
● Prevent greenhouse gases equivalent to the

emissions of over 21,800 cars in one year OR
planting 31,000 acres of forest.
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Facts about CFLs
CFLs come in a variety of shapes and sizes to
meet your lighting needs. Be sure to select a CFL bulb
with the correct style and wattage you need. Manufacturers include equivalency information on the packaging to
help consumers choose a bulb that produces the amount
of light desired for each application.

CFL Disposal
Because CFLs contain a small amount of mercury, they should be recycled. For more information on
CFLs, including breakage or disposal, go to Dairyland’s
web site, www.dairynet.com under the Education heading, or to www.energystar.gov. Clark Electric Cooperative
will also have available to our members a convenient
disposal bucket to properly dispose of your used CFL
bulbs.
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May is Electrical Safety Month
Does Your Home Check Out for Electrical Safety?

B

efore you leave home in the
morning, you run through a mental checklist: Keys? Lights? Blinds?
Most Americans, however, have
never thought about running through
a checklist that could save them from
electrocution or electrical fire. May is
National Electrical Safety Month. As
its sponsor, the Electrical Safety
Foundation International (EFSI) has
created a free, downloadable checklist covering electrical issues that
may exist in your home.
Covering every room from the

kitchen to the basement, the checklist
guides users through their home’s
electrical systems with a series of
questions and suggested action items.
Do your lights flicker when you turn
on the vacuum cleaner? Engage a
licensed electrician to determine if
your home has enough electrical
circuits. Are you protected from
electrocution that can result from
electricity interacting with water?
Conduct a monthly test of the ground
fault circuit interrupter (GFCI)
outlets in the kitchen and bathroom.

For more information and the rest of the Home
Safety Checklist, go to http://www.esfi.org.
According to the U.S. Consumer
Product Safety Commission (CPSC),
there was an annual average of 104,500
unintentional electrical residential
structure fires from 1999-2003. These
resulted in approximately 500 deaths,
4,280 injuries, and nearly $1.5 billion in
property loss. CPSC’s latest data (2003)
indicate there were an estimated 160 electrocutions related to consumer products.
“Knowledge can save your life,” said
ESFI President Brett C. Brenner. “If you
know the signs of an overloaded electrical
circuit, or how to test a ground fault
circuit interrupter (GFCI) outlet, you can
prevent electrocution or electrical fires.”
During National Electrical Safety
Month, here’s how you can focus on a
different electrical safety issue each
week:
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Need Help With Summer Cooling Costs?
Sign Up Today For Our New Central Air Incentive Program

T

o help and reduce the demand
for electric power during the
summer season, Clark Electric Cooperative is now offering members an
$8/month credit for those who choose
to participate in our new air conditioner load management program.
During the summer cooling months
of June, July, and August, members
who sign up will be able to receive
this credit on their electric bill.
The air conditioning program
will work just like our water heater
load management program. During a
high-usage day where the system
demand for electricity is high,
Dairyland Power Cooperative will
cycle the air conditioners to relieve

the demand on the electric system.
Members who participate will
be helping tremendously in keeping
the cost of purchasing electricity

$8/month credit on your
electric bill during the
summer season

down. When Dairyland Power has to
purchase additional power during
times of high demand, the cost is
very high. Participating in this
program is just another way of
helping your cooperative.
Call Clark Electric’s office to
sign up; certain restrictions do apply.
Once a member is signed up, a Clark
Electric employee will come out to
the home and install a control device
on the outside air conditioner. The
device operates just like the water
heater controls, only it’s about half
the size. The device will allow for
the air conditioner to be cycled on
and off during the high-demand days
of the summer.
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