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Definition of Artificial Intelligence

Artificial Intelligence (Al) refers to the simulation of
human intelligence in machines that are programmed to think
and learn like humans. These systems are designed to perform
tasks that typically require human intelligence, such as visual
perception, speech recognition, decision-making, and language
translation. Al can be categorized into two types: narrow Al,
which is designed for specific tasks (like virtual assistants or
autonomous vehicles), and general Al, which aims to perform
any intellectual task that a human can do.

The Pros of Artificial Intelligence

1. Enhanced Efficiency and Productivity
Al can process vast amounts of data at incredible speeds,
far surpassing human capabilities. This ability to analyze
and interpret data quickly allows businesses to streamline
operations, reduce errors, and make informed decisions
rapidly. In industries like manufacturing, healthcare,
and finance, Al-driven automation leads to significant
productivity gains.

2. 24/7 Availability
Unlike humans, Al systems can operate continuously
without breaks. This constant availability is particularly
beneficial for customer service, where Al-powered chatbots
and virtual assistants provide round-the-clock support,
improving customer satisfaction and operational efficiency.

3. Advanced Data Analysis
Al excels in identifying patterns and insights from large
datasets. This capability is invaluable in fields such as
medical research, where Al can help identify disease trends
and potential treatments. In business, Al-driven analytics
can uncover market trends and consumer behaviors, aiding
in strategic planning and decision-making.

4. Improved Accuracy and Precision
Al systems, when properly trained, can achieve high levels
of accuracy and precision. In medical diagnostics, for
example, Al can assist doctors in identifying conditions
that may be missed by the human eye, leading to earlier
and more accurate diagnoses. Similarly, in manufacturing,
Al can enhance quality control by detecting defects more
reliably than human inspectors.

THE PROS AND CONS OF
ARTIFICIAL INTELLIGENCE

% here’s been quite the buzz around Artificial Intelligence (Al) lately.
‘ So in keeping with that spirit, I though it would be interesting to
have an articile on the pros and cons of Artificial Intelligence
completely written by Artificial Intelligence.
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P By MYCOOP

Clark Electric
Cooperative

Vouw Touschaone Brrrgy® Parmner %7

New Opportunities
Al drives innova-

tion by enabling

new applications and
services that were pre-
viously unimaginable.
Autonomous vehicles,
personalized medicine, and in-
telligent home devices are just a few

examples of how Al is opening up new possibilities and
creating opportunities for economic growth and societal
advancement.

The Cons of Artificial Intelligence
1. Job Displacement

One of the most significant concerns surrounding Al is its
potential to displace human workers. As automation and
Al systems take over repetitive and routine tasks, many
jobs are at risk of becoming obsolete. This shift could
lead to significant unemployment and require large-scale
workforce retraining and reskilling initiatives.

. Ethical and Bias Issues

Al systems are only as good as the data they are trained
on. If the training data is biased or unrepresentative, the
Al can produce biased or unfair outcomes. This issue

is particularly concerning in areas like criminal justice,
hiring, and lending, where biased Al decisions can
have serious consequences. Ensuring ethical Al use and
mitigating bias are ongoing challenges.

. Privacy Concerns

The widespread use of Al often involves collecting and
analyzing large amounts of personal data. This raises
significant privacy concerns, as individuals may not
always be aware of how their data is being used or stored.
Ensuring robust data protection measures and transparency
in Al applications is crucial to maintaining public trust.

. Security Risks

Al systems can be vulnerable to cyberattacks and malicious
use. Adversarial attacks, where Al models are manipulated
to produce incorrect outputs, pose a significant threat.
Additionally, Al can be used to create sophisticated
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phishing scams, deepfakes, and other malicious tools,
complicating cybersecurity efforts.

5. Dependence on Technology
As Al becomes more integrated into everyday life,
there is a risk of over-reliance on technology. This
dependence can lead to a loss of critical thinking and

problem-solving skills, as individuals and organizations

may become too reliant on Al to make decisions.
Balancing the use of AI with human judgment and
oversight is essential.

Conclusion

Artificial Intelligence is a double-edged sword, offering

tremendous benefits while also presenting significant
challenges. Its ability to enhance efficiency, provide 24/7

service, improve accuracy, and drive innovation is balanced
by concerns about job displacement, ethical issues, privacy,

security risks, and over-dependence on technology.
Navigating the future of Al requires careful consideration
of these pros and cons, ensuring that we harness the

power of Al responsibly and ethically while addressing its

potential downsides.

ENERGY EFFICIENCY

> OF THE MONTH

Placing heat sources, such as
lamps, computers or TVs, near
your thermostat can result in
false temperature readings,
increased energy use and
inconsistent cooling/heating.
Make sure your thermostat

is installed in an area clear
of obstructions, electronic
devices, direct sunlight and
drafts.

Ensuring your thermostat
is free from these types of
interferences optimizes energy
efficiency, improves indoor
comfort and reduces wear and
tear on your cooling/heating
system.

Source: energy.gov %1
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SAFETY FIRST ALWAYS

afety First Always is the motto linemen live by.

Linemen work in a very hazardous profession. They
work around large equipment, high in the air, on and
around high-voltage equipment, in all kinds of weather
conditions, both day and night. In fact, according to
the U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics, utility linework is
among the nation’s top 10 most hazardous professions.

Clark Electric Cooperative participates in the
National Rural Electric Cooperative Association’s
Rural Electric Achievement Program (RESAP) to help
stress the importance of electrical safety. One of the
components of the program is monthly safety meetings.
These safety meetings consist of classroom training
as well as hands-on training and equipment testing. At
least one meeting a year is dedicated to pole-top rescue
procedures.

The meetings consist of inspections of the trucks,
proper use of personal protective equipment (PPE),
proper traffic control, proper operating procedures,
and an overall inspection of tools and equipment to
ensure they are in good working condition. Safety First
Always is a good motto to live by for everyone.

Pictured above is one of Clark Electric’s linemen
performing pole-top rescue using a weighted, life-sized
training prop.
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AN

MEMBER APPRECIATION DAY
& Kick-off to Cooperative Month

A FREE Pancake, Egg

& Sausage Breakfast
Activities for kids of all ages

Saturday, September 28
7a.m.to 11 a.m. at the

Clark Electric headquarters,
just west of Greenwood on CTH G

Clark Electric Cooperative River Country Co-op
1209 W. Dall-Berg Rd. P.O. Box 190, Greenwood, WI 54437 331 Industrial Ave.
715-267-6188 * 800-272-6188 Owen, WI 54460
Your Touchstone Energy® Partner @i 715-229-4613
“Take Back” Initiative = Food Drive for

7-11 a.m. g Local Food Pantries |~;

Bring your unused, controlled, non-
controlled, and over-the counter
medications in their original containers to be
dropped off—free, with no questions asked.
Questions? Clark County Sheriff’s Department at

Help us demonstrate the
7th Cooperative Principle,
Commitment to Community, by
bringing a non-perishable, non-expired food
item to be donated to your local food pantry.

715-743-3157
Pumpkins « Crafts for Kids Greenwood Fire & EMS
Giant Inflatables will provide free blood pressure
testing.

i -% Marshfield Medical Center &

Clark County Health Department
will be here to provide community health
information. — free of charge.
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FFA STUDENTS LEARN ABOUT ELECTRICAL SAFETY

Co-op linemen conduct
hotline safety demonstraton
at Tractor Safety Course

lark Electric Linemen Jeff Fellenz

and Zach Johnson conducted a
hotline safety demonstration and talked
about farming safety around power lines
with FFA students from the Loyal and
Greenwood High Schools at a Tractor
Safety Course held at the Greenwood
High School.

This year the course had 23 partici-
pants who attended class for four days
to learn about general farm safety and
tractor operation. At the end they took a
written test and tractor operation test to
be able to operate on the roadway before

getting their driver’s license. When you step off the equipment, you flow through your body, which could be
Farming is among the more danger- become the electricity’s path to ground deadly.
ous occupations for several reasons, and receive a potentially fatal shock. Clark Electric conducts safety demon-
including potential for encounters with Wait until utility workers have de- strations for local schools and communi-
electrical hazards. Before taking to the energized the line and confirmed it is ty clubs throughout the year. This is one
fields, Clark Electric urges farm workers  safe for you to exit the vehicle. If the of the ways Clark Electric incorporates
to be aware of overhead power lines and  vehicle is on fire and you must exit, the 7th Cooperative Principle, Concern
to keep equipment and extensions far jump clear of the vehicle with both feet for Community, into the surrounding
away from them. together. Hop as far from the vehicle as communities. If you would like a demon-
If you are on equipment that contacts  you can with your feet together. Keep stration for your group, call our office at
a power line, do not exit the equipment. your feet together to prevent current 715-267-6188 and ask for Tanya.

Tim Stewart, CEO/Manager Clark Electric
1209 West Dall-Berg Road Coo perative
P.O. Box 190, Greenwood, WI 54437 Your Touchsooe Encrgy® Partnee 515
email us at info@cecoop.com or tnelson01 @cecoop.com
WWW.CECOOp.com Office Hours: 7:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
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